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its gaudy North Finland pattern of posies.   There
was a bedstead that had lain ten years under a
store-room at PIrjola, but now displayed gleam-
ing white bottom-boards;   it had cost a silver
mark, with a sheaf of straw thrown in for a
bargain.   There was a makeshift tub, a bucket
and a milkpail, an iron cauldron on feet, a stone
bowl and four wooden spoons; Juha's household
goods thus included some things beyond what
was absolutely necessary.   All this property had
been accumulated  In  an  atmosphere of mild
excitement.    In  the  load  were  also  the raw
materials a cottar couple setting up on their own
would need for their daily food;   these included
five pounds of pickled sprats, twenty pounds of
hard bread, a sack of potatoes and two pounds
of salt.   The whole lot had been bought with
money, of which Juha had just so much left that
he was sure of being able to pay the carter.
The beginning was thus not unpromising, for
countless households have been set up in Finland
on a smaller material foundation and succeeded
remarkably well.

Nor can it be said that the couple lacked that
inward aliveness which in enterprises of this kind
is the main thing. In their voices rang a poorly
veiled challenge as they kept up a running con-
versation with the carter. Riina, in particular,
emptied her whole stock of farm-maid witticisms
as she toiled on beside the others, her big belly